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Plastic waste crisis unites designers and plastics experts at London forum  

 Product designers and plastics experts converge at Plasticity Forum London  
to address one of the world’s biggest challenges – plastic waste 

 Plasticity Forum: “Designing for the Future – Plastic and the Circular Economy” 
 

How can product designers help in reducing plastics waste, in a world where less than 15% of 
all plastic ever produced gets recycled today? This was the question at the heart of the 
Plasticity Forum, held on 21 September as part of the London Design Festival. The goal was to 
help bring the design community into the big discussion on the future of plastic sustainability, 
giving designers the tools and know-how to become part of the solution in reducing plastics 
waste. The discussion has also been taking place in cities such as Rio, New York and Hong Kong. 

Designers are one of the missing links to solving some of the complex solutions related to 
materials, designing for recycling, and societal process flow in terms of resource recovery.  
Those who know the issues will be better able to drive expansion of the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) and UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that the brands and clients 
they work for should be striving to meet.  

Plastics pollution may be one of the biggest looming challenges of our time, but it also offers 
one of the exciting opportunities when it comes to creating new design solutions that can be 
scaled across industries. France’s recent announcement to ban all disposable plastic plates, 
cups and cutlery, and the first country to do so, is evidence of the recognition of the ills that 
plastic pollution creates. 

The Plasticity Forum in London included a unique range of global expert speakers on the topic 
of plastic sustainability, with challenges and opportunities that included the manufacturing 
needs for an innovative single-material shampoo bottle, the use of calcium carbonate from 
large volumes of egg shells as a filler for any types of polymers which can benefit from its 
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inclusion.  Giulio Bonazzi, chairman and CEO of Italy’s Aquafil Group, spoke about his firm’s 
unique fiber recycling capacities from carpet tiles and used fishing nets. Aquafil has a growing 
program with carpet maker Interface, which sources fishing nets from local communities in the 
Philippines and Cameron. Mr. Bonazzi, and Miriam Turner from Interface said that “over 100 
tons of nets have been collected, with over 55,000 families impacted by a cleaner environment, 
and over 600 families now having access to micro finance as a result of the Net-Works 
program.” 

Marilu Valente presented her unique, award-winning prototype design for a mono-material 
shampoo bottle that dispenses with the separate cap by creating a self-plugging dispensing 
hole. This allows for better standardization of material use, making it easier to recycle.  “I am 
also looking for manufacturing companies and retailers to work with to distribute this 
innovative product, which is designed for recycling and reuse,” she said.  

Other speakers included Chris Grantham, Circular Economy Portfolio Director - IDEO, Quentin 
Drewell, UK Circular Economy Lead - Accenture, Willem De Vos, CEO - Society of Plastics 
Engineers, Simon Widmer, Project Manager of Circular Design - Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 
David Wilson, Director - Vanden Recycling, and Pankaj Pancholi, President - Just Egg.    

This was the sixth international Plasticity Forum, with previous forums held in a new city each 
year so that more businesses, government officials and members of each community can learn 
about the logjams and dynamics of creating larger scaled new materials, recycled content, and 
process flows to reduce waste and create value.  

“Plastic is a material that will be with us for years to come, both because it is so useful, and 
because it does not easily go away. Plasticity offers a venue for collaborations and knowledge 
sharing to happen across sectors which often is what creates big impacts and results. The 
design community is a critical component of the path forward to reduced waste, and we look 
forward to hosting more events with the design community involved,” says Doug Woodring, 
Plasticity’s founder.  
 
About Plasticity Forum 

The Plasticity Forum has been held in Rio de Janeiro, Hong Kong, New York, Portugal, Shanghai, 

and London, and is a cross section of thinkers, solution providers, brands, users and those who 

appreciate scale to expedite the solutions and innovations that exist today to keep plastic from 

becoming a problem for our communities and environment. Plasticity offers a global discussion 

and perspective on solutions, how to standardize across products or industries, and how to 

bring about new opportunities in production and recovery operations. For more information, 

visit www.plasticityforum.com. 

 

About Ocean Recovery Alliance 
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Ocean Recovery Alliance is an NGO that brings together new ways of thinking, technologies, 

creativity and collaborations in order to introduce innovative projects and initiatives that help 

to improve our ocean environment. One of its programs is the Plasticity Forum, while it also has 

two projects with the Clinton Global Initiative focused on reducing plastic pollution, and is one 

of the only NGOs in the world to be working with both the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) and the World Bank’s Global Partnership for Oceans. For more information, 

visit www.oceanrecov.org. 

 

For more information, visit www.plasticityforum.com or contact Plasticity founder Doug 
Woodring in Hong Kong at doug@plasticityforum.com or call +(852) 9020-3949.  
 
Photos are available via this link on Drop Box 
 

 

Photo: Marilu Valente, Merged Vertices 
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Photo: David Wilson: Vanden Recycling 

 

Photo – Float-sink separation example for recycling 
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Photo: (L-R): Giulio Bonazzi, Diana Auria, Miriam Turner and Doug Woodring 
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